attacked Muhammadans, destroying their houses, and looting
their property. In the south of'the district, Muhammadan villa-
gers put up a plucky resistance, and desperate fights attended by
considerable bloodshed occurred in some places. The "mobs
were frequently led by small landholders who directed the
proceedings from elephants or from horse-back. Strong detach-
ments- of troops, which were hurried 10 Arrah, had at first great
difficulty in getting to close quarters with the numerous-
mobile bodies of rioters. The country was water-logged and
extremely unsuited for rapid movement either of cavalry or of
infantry. The rioters were well served by their spies, and
. dispersed quickly as soon as the troops arrived in any given
place, only to rally again without delay somewhere else. As
soon as it became possible to establish a cordon of military
posts and to connect them with patrols along the main roads,
resistance collapsed. On October '9th similar disturbances
broke out in the adjoining parts of the Gaya district, where
over 30 villages were looted. But this time troops were near
at hand, and order was restored after a few days. The
rioters, who had been arrested in great numbers, were tried by
special tribunals constituted under the Defence of India Act,
and about one thousand individuals were convicted and sen-
tenced to various terms of imprisonment.
These lamentable occurrences at once produced their ef ect
upon the relations" between the Hindu
118        and Muhammadan communities all over
India. The Muhammadan press as a
whole was loud in its denunciation of the Hindu rioters, and the
more conservative section announced that its fears as to the
treatment which Muhammadans might expect at Hindu hands
were now fully confirmed. The Hindu press while condemning
the rioters, could not pretend to see eye to eye with the
Muhammadans upon the cow-killing question. It was
remarked at the time that certain sections of that press
appeared to feel less sorrow for the sufferings of the Muham-
madans than chagrin at -the break-down of the political-
compact arranged between Hindu and Muhammadan leaders,
which found expression in an attempt to fix the blame on